
BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR JEWISH-CHRISTIAN STUDIES 
Accompanying the Ancient Faith series by Fr Gabriel Rochelle 

 
Some books in the bibliography are difficult and require specialized knowledge; 
others will yield much fruit to people of an average education.  Those that are 
particularly useful and fairly easy to read are marked with an asterisk. 

 
HISTORY OF THE JEWS (classics all, and quite accessible)  
Cahill, Thomas, The Gifts of The Jews.  New York: Doubleday, 1998.* 
Dimont, Max, Jews, God, and History. 2nd edition. New York: Signet Classics, 
 2004.* 
Potok, Chaim, Wanderings.  New York: Alfred Knopf, 1978.* 
Sachar, Abram Leon,  A History of The Jews.  New York: Alfred Knopf, 1965.* 
 
STUDIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT PERIOD 
Cahill, Thomas, Desire of the Everlasting Hills.  New York: Doubleday, 1990.* 
Clorfene, Chaim, and Yakov Rogalsky, The Path of the Righteous Gentile.  
 Southfield MI: Targum Press, 1987.* (Definitely off the beaten path, this is 
 an Orthodox Jewish study of the Seven Laws of the “Noahide” covenant, 
 which pertains to the ancient – and still held - view of righteous Gentiles 
 from a Jewish perspective.) 
Horsley, Richard A., and John S. Hanson, Bandits, Prophets and Messiahs: 
 Popular Movements at the Time of Jesus.  New York: Harper & Row, 1985. 
Juel, Donald, Messianic Exegesis.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1988. 
Kesich, Veselin, The First Day of the New Creation: The Resurrection and the 
 Christian Faith.  Crestwood: SVS Press, 1982.* 
_____________, The Gospel Image of Christ.  Crestwood: SVS Press, 1991.* 
Kugel, James L., and Rowan A. Greer, Early Biblical Interpretation.  Philadelphia: 
 Westminster, 1986. 
Salderini, Anthony J., Pharisees, Scribes and Sadducees in Palestinian Society.  
 Wilmington DE: Glazier, 1988. 
Sanders, E. P., Judaism: Belief and Practice 63 BCE – 66 CE. Philadelphia: Trinity, 
 1992. 
Van Buren, Paul M., According to the Scriptures: The Origins of the Gospel and 
 of the Church’s Old Testament.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998.* 
Wylen, Stephen M.  The Jews in the Time of Jesus: An Introduction.  Mahwah 
 NJ: Paulist Press, 1996.* 
 
STUDIES IN JESUS+ 
Borg, Marcus, Meeting Jesus Again for The First Time.  San Francisco: Harper, 

1996.* 
Charlesworth, James H., Jesus within Judaism.  New York: Doubleday, 1988. 
Crossan, John Dominic, Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography. San Francisco: 

Harper, 1994. 
Johnson, Luke Timothy.  The Real Jesus.  San Francisco: Harper, 1996. 
Robinson, James M., The Gospel of Jesus.  San Francisco: Harper, 2006. 
Sanders, E. P.,  Jesus and Judaism.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1985. 
Sigal, Philip, The Halakah of Jesus of Nazareth according to Matthew.  Lanham 
 MD: University Press, 1986. 
Vermes, Geza,  Jesus the Jew.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1973.* 
____________,  The Religion of Jesus the Jew.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993.*  
____________,  The Resurrection: History and Myth.  New York: Doubleday, 
 2008.* 



Wright, Tom (N. T.),  The Challenge of Jesus: Rediscovering Who Jesus was and 
 Is.  Downer’s Grove: IVPress, 1999.* 
_________________,  The Original Jesus; The Life and Vision of a Revolutionary. 
Grand  Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995.* 
 
+ These books range from those representative of the Jesus Seminar (Borg, 
Crossan, Robinson) and its opponents (Johnson) to Jewish Scholars (Sigal, 
Vermes), to Christian Scholars who focus on Jesus’s Jewish background 
(Charlesworth, Sanders, Wright) 
 
STUDIES IN PAUL 
Borg, Marcus J., and John Dominic Crossan, The First Paul: Reclaiming the 
 Radical Visionary behind the Church’s Conservative Icon.  San Francisco: 
 HarperOne, 2009. 
Bruce, F. F., Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996. 
Eisenbaum, Pamela, Paul was Not A Christian. New York: HarperCollins, 2009.* 
Holmberg, Bengt, Paul and Power.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1980. 
Munck, Johannes, Paul and the Salvation of Mankind.  Louisville: John Knox, 
 1977. 
Stendahl, Krister, Paul among Jews and Gentiles.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1976.* 
 
POST-BIBLICAL HISTORICAL ERA  
Behr, John, The Mystery of Christ: Life in Death.  Crestwood: SVS Press, 2006. 
Boyarin, Daniel,  Border Lines: The Partition of Judaeo-Christianity.  
 Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2004. 
Dunn, James D. G., The Partings of the Ways.  2nd edition.  London: SCMPress, 
 2006.  
Hurtado, Larry, One God, One Lord: Early Christian Devotion and Ancient Jewish 
 Monotheism.  London: T & T Clark, 1998. 
Malherbe, Abraham, Social Aspects of Early Christianity. Philadelphia: Fortress 
 Press, 1983. 
Meeks, Wayne A., The First Urban Christians.  New Haven: Yale, 1983. 
Parkes, James, The Conflict of the Church and the Synagogue.  New York: 
 Atheneum, 1969.  
Pelikan, Jaroslav. Jesus through the Centuries.  New York: History Book Club, 
 2005.  (published together with Mary Through the Centuries) 
Walsh, Michael, The Triumph of the Meek: Why Early Christianity Succeeded.  
 NY: Harper & Row, 1986. 
Wilken, Robert L., The Christians as the Romans saw Them.  New Haven: Yale, 
 1984.* 
_______________ , The Myth of Christian Beginnings.  Garden City, NY: 
 Doubleday, 1971. 
Winter, Bruce W., Seek the Welfare of the City.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994. 
 
STUDIES IN WORSHIP 
Chaikin, Miriam, The Seventh Day: The Story of the Jewish Sabbath.  New York: 
 Schocken, 1983.* 
Fisher, Eugene J., ed., The Jewish Roots of Christian Liturgy.  Mahwah: Paulist, 
 1990.* 
Gaster, Theodore H., Festivals of the Jewish Year.  New York: Morrow Quill, 
 1978. 
Harris, Monford, Exodus and Exile: The Structure of the Jewish Holidays.  
 Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992.* 
Heschel, Abraham Joshua, The Sabbath.  New York: Noonday, 1975.* 



Schauss, Hayyim, The Jewish Festivals.  New York: Schocken, 1938. 
 
CLASSIC JEWISH THOUGHT AND CRITIQUES OF CHRISTIANITY+ 
Baeck, Leo, The Essence of Judaism.  New York: Schocken, 1961. 
_________,  Judaism and Christianity.  New York: Meridian, 1958. 
Buber, Martin, I and Thou.  New York: Scribner’s, 1958. 
____________,  Kingship of God.  New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1967. 
____________,  Two Types of Faith.  New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1961. 
Heschel, Abraham Joshua, God in Search of Man.  Philadelphia: JPS, 1955. 
_______________________, The Prophets (2 volumes) New York: Harper 
 Colophon, 1975. 
_______________________,  Quest for God.  New York: Crossroad, 1982. 
Peli, Pinchas H., On Repentance in the Thought and Discourses of Rabbi Joseph 
 B. Soloveitchik.  Jerusalem: Orot, 1980. 
Soloveitchik, Joseph B., Halakhic Man, Philadelphia: JPS, 1991. 
 
+ All of these men were giants among contemporary Jewish thinkers.  Older 
generations of Christian seminarians and theologians learned, in particular, from 
Buber and Heschel.  These works are praiseworthy and will reward the attention 
necessary to read them. 
 
CONTEMPORARY THINKING ON JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY 
Barth, Markus.  Jesus the Jew.  Richmond: John Knox, 1978. 
_____________  The People of God.  Sheffield England: JSOT Press, 1983. 
Beck, Norman A., Mature Christianity.  Selinsgrove PA: Susquehanna University 
 Press, 1985. 
Eckardt, A. Roy, Reclaiming the Jesus of History: Christology Today.  
 Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992. 
Lapide, Pincus, The Resurrection of Jesus: A Jewish Perspective.  Minneapolis: 
 Fortress, 1983.* 
____________, and Ulrich Luz, Jesus in Two Perspectives: A Jewish-Christian 
 Dialog.  Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1985. 
Sandmel, Samuel,  Judaism and Christian Beginnings.  New York: Oxford, 1978.* 
_______________,  We Jews and Jesus.  New York: Oxford, 1965.* 
Soulen, R. Kendall, The God of Israel and Christian Theology.  Minneapolis: 
 Fortress, 1996. 
van Buren, Paul,  Discerning the Way.  New York: Seabury, 1980.  Vol. 1 of A 
 Theology of the Jewish-Christian Reality. 
______________,  A Christian Theology of the People Israel. New York: Seabury, 
 1983.  Vol. 2 of A Theology. 
______________,  Christ in Context.  New York: Seabury, 1988.  Vol. 3  
 
THE DIALOGUE+ 
Fisher, Eugene J., ed., Interwoven Destinies: Jews and Christians Throughout the 
 Ages.  Mahwah NJ: Paulist, 1993. 
Klenicki, Leon, and Geoffrey Wigoder, A Dictionary of the Jewish-Christian 
 Dialogue.  Mahwah NJ: Paulist, 1984. 
Lodahl, Michael E., Shekhinah/Spirit: Divine Presence in Jewish and Christian 
 Religion.  Mahwah NJ: Paulist, 1992. 
 
+ These books are from a series called “Stimulus Books,” which relate directly to 
the ongoing Jewish-Christian dialogue of our time.  This is but a small sample 
from the series.   
 



NOT TO BE MISSED 
Bernstein, James A., Surprised by Christ: My Journey from Judaism to Orthodox 
 Christianity.  Conciliar Press: 2008. 
 Pastor of St Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church in Brier WA, Fr James went 
through a number of stages to move from Judaism to Christianity and ultimately 
into the Orthodox Church.  His story is vividly detailed in the book.  Buy it! 
 
Men, Father Alexander, Son of Man.  Torrance CA: Oakwood Publications, 1998. 
 Fr Alexander was a Russian Jew who became an Orthodox priest in 1960.  
He served parishes until his assassination in September 1990.  He was very 
involved in the renewal and reform of the Russian Orthodox Church.  Many 
people call Fr Alexander the last martyr of the Soviet Regime and a candidate for 
sainthood.  Son of Man is about Christ.  Others are available in English, including 
a fine biography.  Web site: http://www.alexandermen.com/Main_Page 


